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T
he “Underground Railroad” meant
freedom for thousands
of slaves in the South.
The Underground
Railroad was not a

real railroad; it was the name
given to the route of roads
and homes used to help
slaves escape from their
southern masters. Slaves
escaped to the northern
United States and Canada
where they could be free.
Many slaves came to
Michigan from Kentucky. 

Escaping was dangerous. If they were
caught, slaves were often whipped or
beaten and made to wear chains. Many

who made it to the North worked to 
help other slaves escape through the
Underground Railroad. The routes they
took were kept secret. Escaping slaves, or
fugitives, traveled by foot, horse, train, or
even fancy carriages. They often wore
disguises. Railroad terms, like “depot”
and “conductor,” were code words. 

In most towns in southern Michigan
there were conductors, or people who
helped protect those running away from
slavery. Slaves were hidden in homes or
barns during the day. These places were
called depots. At night, they went to a
depot in the next town. Some of the
slaves went to Canada. Some chose to
stay in Michigan. �
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