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O
n the evening of June 30,
1863, John Ryder of
Plymouth, a private in the
Twenty-fourth Michigan

Infantry, wrote, “I expect we will have a
great battle shortly.” The next day

Ryder’s prediction came true.
The Battle of Gettysburg took

place in south-central Pennsyl-
vania on July 1-3, 1863. It was the Civil

War’s biggest battle and a turning point in
the war. The war continued for almost two
more years, but after Gettysburg it was clear
that the North would win. At Gettysburg,
more than 1,100 of the 4,000 Michiganians

who fought there became casualties. This
included John Ryder, who was killed dur-
ing the battle’s first day. 

“COME ON,
YOU WOLVERINES!”

On July 3, 1863, the Seventh Michigan

Infantry fought at this location during the

Battle of Gettysburg. At left is General George

Custer, who led Michigan cavalrymen at

Gettysburg. During one of the charges Custer

yelled, “Come on, you Wolverines.” 

� prediction 
A statement that
something will

happen.
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M I C H I G A N  A T  G E T T Y S B U R GM I C H I G A N  A T  G E T T Y S B U R G



he battle started
when the
Confederate army,
led by General
Robert E. Lee,

clashed with northern sol-
diers on the morning of
July 1. Lee’s army had left
Virginia and invaded
Pennsylvania in June. The
northern army, led by
General George Meade, 
followed.

July 1, 1863
When Lee’s army

arrived at Gettysburg
they pushed the out-
numbered Yankees back
through the town. At a
place called McPherson’s
Woods, the men of the
Twenty-fourth Michigan
fought heroically as 
the Rebels attacked.
Twenty-two of the regi-
ment’s twenty-five 
officers were killed or
wounded. The dead
included Lieutenant
Gilbert Dickey, one of
the first graduates of
Michigan State
University. 

By the end of the first
day the northern army

retreated to the high rocky
ground southeast of the
town. The Yankees lost
that day’s fighting, but
they were positioned in
strong places like Culp’s
Hill and Little Round Top. 

July 2, 1863
On the second day of the

battle, Lee’s army attacked
the left and right ends of
Meade’s army. The Union
soldiers on Culp’s

Hill were commanded by
General Alpheus S. Williams
of Detroit. The Yankees

repulsed
the Rebels on
this part of the battlefield
thanks to Williams’s 
leadership. 

On the left side of the
Union army, northerners
and southerners fought in
places that are now known
as Devil’s Den, Little
Round Top and the Peach
Orchard. Although the

Rebels had some suc-
cess, the Yankees
held the most
important 

positions of 
the battlefield. 

Some of the
day’s most brutal
fighting took
place in the

Wheatfield. Late on
the afternoon of July
2, Rebels took the
flag of the Fourth
Michigan Infantry.
Colonel Harrison H.
Jeffords of Dexter
rushed to get the flag.
As Jeffords grabbed
for it, he was shot in
the leg and “thrust

through with a bayonet.”
The flag was saved, but
Jeffords died the next day.
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Sometimes she acted as a
spy. Her best disguise was
that of a woman, yet no
one knew she was a
woman.

Most Michigan women
stayed home during the
Civil War. They ran the
family farm, raised chil-
dren and worried about
their husbands or sons
who were in the army.
Women also wrote let-
ters to the soldiers. But
most of these letters did
not survive the war. 

One exception are the
letters of Melissa Wells.
She lived near Three
Rivers. Her husband, Ben,
joined the army in 1861.
After he had been away for
over two years, Melissa
wrote to him, “I have spent
many gloomy and unhappy

hours since you have been
in the South. . . . Many
times I have received a 
letter from you and would
think that perhaps it was
the last I would receive
from you.” Although she
worried about Ben, Melissa
knew the Union had to be
saved. According to
Melissa, “every true lover
of liberty and the Flag of
our Union” needed to help
end the rebellion. �
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Nurses often wrote letters

home for wounded soldiers. 


